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An Invitation to the Remnant Church 
Hyde Park Seventh-day Adventist Church 

Part 2: The Standard of Obedience 

By J. Yansen, Jr 

Key Text: John 15:9-14 

One of the main challenges that confronts God’s Last-Day church is the disjuncture between 
orthodoxy (correct beliefs or teachings) and orthopraxy (correct practice or conduct). 

Two different paradigms obedience in Luke 15:11-32 – The Prodigal Sons: 

A. Legalistic Obedience – obeying rules without relationship; obedience as servitude 
B. Relational Obedience – obedience rooted in loving relationship; obedience as a 

manifestation of sonship. 

There are three kinds of covenants in the ancient Near East: 

1. Suzerainty Treaty – an agreement between two unequal parties (a suzerain, the party of 
the higher status, and a vassal, the party of the lower status)  

2. Parity Treaty – an agreement between two equal parties (same status) 
3. Land Grant – an agreement between two unequal parties. 

In the Bible, God’s relationship with His people is described as: 

1. A Covenant – similar to the Suzerainty Treaty (see Genesis 6:18; 9:9-15; 17:2-21; 
Deuteronomy 4:31; 5:2-3; 29:1, 14-15) 

2. A Marriage –  a type of Suzerainty Treaty (Exodus 19:5; Jeremiah 2:2; Ezekiel 16:8; 
20:5; Hosea 2:19-20; Revelation 21:9) 

3. A Parent – a type of Suzerainty Treaty (Psalm 103:13, Proverbs 3:12; Isaiah 63:16; 64:8; 
Malachi 1:6; Matthew 6:9; 1 Corinthians 1:3) 

  What prominent features are included in the God’s relationship with His people? 

1. LOVE for God and Keep God’s COMMANDMENTS – (Exodus 20:6 & 
Deuteronomy 5:10; 7:9; 11:22; Joshua 22:5; John 14:15, 23)  

2. LOVE the Lord with all our HEART, SOUL, and STRENGHT/MIND – 
(Deuteronomy 6:5, compare, Matthew 22:37; Mark 12:30; Luke 10:27; Deuteronomy 
11:13; 13:3; 30:6) 

3. God’s eternal LOVE for His people – (Deuteronomy 7:7, 13; 10:15; Jeremiah 31:3; 
Hosea 11:4; 14:4; John 3:16; Romans 5:8; 8:35-39; Ephesians 2:4; 1 John 3:1; 4:7-11) 

Relationship with God is neither legalistic nor contractual; rather, relationship with God is 
rooted in God’s unconditional love for us, which propels us to respond in wholehearted, loving 
obedience to Our Heavenly Benefactor. 
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What does John 15:1-8 teach us about the nature of Christ’s relationship with His people? 

1. Relationship with God is likened to a VINE and its BRANCHES (vs. 1-2).  Christ is the 
TRUE VINE and His disciples are the BRANCHES.  There is no genuine relationship 
with God without CONNECTEDNESS to Christ. 

2. Relationship with God requires that disciples ABIDE in Christ, and that Christ ABIDES 
in them (vs. 4-5).  Intimated CONNECTEDNESS to Christ leads to FRUIT bearing, 
which is the manifestation of Christ CHARACTER and WORKS in the lives of disciples. 

3. When CONNECTEDNESS to Christ is absent, that is, disconnection between the VINE 
and a BRANCH, relationship with God is dead (v. 6).  If a BRANCH does not bear 
FRUIT, God PRUNES the BRANCH to enable it to bear FRUIT (v. 2) 

4. CONNECTEDNESS to Christ informs the quality of our PRAYERS (v. 7).  Union with 
Christ allows us to PRAY in the WILL of God. 

How does John 15:9-17 help us to better understand the standard of obedience in the 
context of relationship with Christ?  

1. Relationship with Christ is rooted in God’s LOVE for us.  To have a relationship with 
Christ is to ABIDE in His LOVE (v. 9) 

2. We ABIDE in Christ’s love through OBEDIENCE to His commandments (v. 10).  Jesus 
is the standard and example of ABIDING OBEDIENCE.  Christ’s unbroken communion 
with His Father propelled Him to RADICAL OBEDIENCE to His Father’s will.   

3. ABIDING OBEDIENCE allows Christ’s JOY to REMAIN in us, and our JOY to be 
COMPLETE (v. 11).  This type of OBEDIENCE is not a drudgery or a burdensome task; 
rather, obeying Christ’s commands emanate His JOY within us and leads to an overflow 
of our JOY.   

4. Christ COMMANDMENT is that we LOVE ONE ANOTHER as Christ has LOVED us.  
The test of this type of LOVE is the willingness to lay down one’s LIFE for one’s 
FRIENDS (v. 12).  This is SELF-LESS, SELF-SACRIFICING LOVE. 

5. We can only be Christ’s FRIENDS if we do what He COMMANDS us (v. 14).  Such 
obedience leads the DISCIPLE to demonstrate the CHARACTER and WORKS of Christ 
in her/his daily life. 

6. Disciples are not mere SERVANTS of Christ; they are FRIENDS of Christ.  Disciples 
live in intimate relationship with Christ, bearing fruits of CHRISTLIKENESS and 
GODLIKENESS (vs. 15-17)  

 

Excerpts from Acts of the Apostles by E.G. White 

To hate and reprove sin, and at the same time to show pity and tenderness for the sinner, is a 
difficult attainment. The more earnest our own efforts to attain to holiness of heart and life, the 
more acute will be our perception of sin and the more decided our disapproval of any deviation 
from the right. We must guard against undue severity toward the wrongdoer, but we must also be 
careful not to lose sight of the exceeding sinfulness of sin. There is need of showing Christlike 
patience and love for the erring one, but there is also danger of showing so great toleration for his 
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error that he will look upon himself as undeserving of reproof, and will reject it as uncalled for and 
unjust. AA 503.3 

Ministers of the gospel sometimes do great harm by allowing their forbearance toward the erring 
to degenerate into toleration of sins and even participation in them. Thus they are led to excuse 
and palliate that which God condemns, and after a time they become so blinded as to commend 
the very ones whom God commands them to reprove. He who has blunted his spiritual perceptions 
by sinful leniency toward those whom God condemns, will erelong commit a greater sin by 
severity and harshness toward those whom God approves. AA 504.1…  

In the precepts of His holy law, God has given a perfect rule of life; and He has declared that until 
the close of time this law, unchanged in a single jot or tittle, is to maintain its claim upon human 
beings. Christ came to magnify the law and make it honorable. He showed that it is based upon 
the broad foundation of love to God and love to man, and that obedience to its precepts comprises 
the whole duty of man. In His own life He gave an example of obedience to the law of God. In the 
Sermon on the Mount He showed how its requirements extend beyond the outward acts and take 
cognizance of the thoughts and intents of the heart. AA 505.1 

The law, obeyed, leads men to deny "ungodliness and worldly lusts," and to "live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present world." Titus 2:12. But the enemy of all righteousness has 
taken the world captive and has led men and women to disobey the law. As Paul foresaw, 
multitudes have turned from the plain, searching truths of God's word and have chosen teachers 
who present to them the fables they desire. Many among both ministers and people are trampling 
under their feet the commandments of God. Thus the Creator of the world is insulted, and Satan 
laughs in triumph at the success of his devices. AA 505.2 

With the growing contempt for God's law there is an increasing distaste for religion, an increase 
of pride, love of pleasure, disobedience to parents, and self - indulgence; and thoughtful minds 
everywhere are anxiously inquiring, What can be done to correct these alarming evils? The answer 
is found in Paul's exhortation to Timothy, "Preach the word." In the Bible are found the only safe 
principles of action. It is a transcript of the will of God, an expression of divine wisdom. It opens 
to man's understanding the great problems of life, and to all who heed its precepts it will prove an 
unerring guide, keeping them from wasting their lives in misdirected effort. AA 506.1 

God has made known His will, and it is folly for man to question that which has gone out of His 
lips. After Infinite Wisdom has spoken, there can be no doubtful questions for man to settle, no 
wavering possibilities for him to adjust. All that is required of him is a frank, earnest concurrence 
in the expressed will of God. Obedience is the highest dictate of reason as well as of conscience. 
AA 506.2… 

Christ had bidden the first disciples love one another as He had loved them. Thus they were to 
bear testimony to the world that Christ was formed within, the hope of glory. "A new 
commandment I give unto you," He had said, "That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that 
ye also love one another." John 13:34. At the time when these words were spoken, the disciples 
could not understand them; but after they had witnessed the sufferings of Christ, after His 
crucifixion and resurrection, and ascension to heaven, and after the Holy Spirit had rested on them 
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at Pentecost, they had a clearer conception of the love of God and of the nature of that love which 
they must have for one another. Then John could say to his fellow disciples: AA 547.1 

"Hereby perceive we the love of God, because He laid down His life for us: and we ought to lay 
down our lives for the brethren." AA 547.2 

After the descent of the Holy Spirit, when the disciples went forth to proclaim a living Saviour, 
their one desire was the salvation of souls. They rejoiced in the sweetness of communion with 
saints. They were tender, thoughtful, self - denying, willing to make any sacrifice for the truth's 
sake. In their daily association with one another, they revealed the love that Christ had enjoined 
upon them. By unselfish words and deeds they strove to kindle this love in other hearts. AA 547.3 

Such a love the believers were ever to cherish. They were to go forward in willing obedience to 
the new commandment. So closely were they to be united with Christ that they would be enabled 
to fulfill all His requirements. Their lives were to magnify the power of a Saviour who could justify 
them by His righteousness. AA 547.4 

But gradually a change came. The believers began to look for defects in others. Dwelling upon 
mistakes, giving place to unkind criticism, they lost sight of the Saviour and His love. They became 
more strict in regard to outward ceremonies, more particular about the theory than the practice of 
the faith. In their zeal to condemn others, they overlooked their own errors. They lost the brotherly 
love that Christ had enjoined, and, saddest of all, they were unconscious of their loss. They did not 
realize that happiness and joy were going out of their lives and that, having shut the love of God 
out of their hearts, they would soon walk in darkness. AA 548.1 

John, realizing that brotherly love was waning in the church, urged upon believers the constant 
need of this love. His letters to the church are full of this thought. "Beloved, let us love one 
another," he writes; "for love is of God; and everyone that loveth is born of God, and knoweth 
God. He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. In this was manifested the love of God 
toward us, because that God sent His only - begotten Son into the world, that we might live through 
Him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another." AA 
548.2 

Of the special sense in which this love should be manifested by believers, the apostle writes: "A 
new commandment I write unto you, which thing is true in Him and in you: because the darkness 
is past, and the true light now shineth. He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in 
darkness even until now. He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is none occasion 
of stumbling in him. But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and 
knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes." "This is the message 
that ye heard from the beginning, that we should love one another." "He that loveth not his brother 
abideth in death. Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath 
eternal life abiding in him. Hereby perceive we the love of God, because He laid down His life for 
us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren." AA 548.3 
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It is not the opposition of the world that most endangers the church of Christ. It is the evil cherished 
in the hearts of believers that works their most grievous disaster and most surely retards the 
progress of God's cause. There is no surer way of weakening spirituality than by cherishing envy, 
suspicion, faultfinding, and evil surmising. On the other hand, the strongest witness that God has 
sent His Son into the world is the existence of harmony and union among men of varied 
dispositions who form His church. This witness it is the privilege of the followers of Christ to bear. 
But in order to do this, they must place themselves under Christ's command. Their characters must 
be conformed to His character and their wills to His will. AA 549.1 

"A new commandment I give unto you," Christ said, "That ye love one another; as I have loved 
you, that ye also love one another." John 13:34. What a wonderful statement; but, oh, how poorly 
practiced! In the church of God today brotherly love is sadly lacking. Many who profess to love 
the Saviour do not love one another. Unbelievers are watching to see if the faith of professed 
Christians is exerting a sanctifying influence upon their lives; and they are quick to discern the 
defects in character, the inconsistencies in action. Let Christians not make it possible for the enemy 
to point to them and say, Behold how these people, standing under the banner of Christ, hate one 
another. Christians are all members of one family, all children of the same heavenly Father, with 
the same blessed hope of immortality. Very close and tender should be the tie that binds them 
together. AA 550.1 

Divine love makes its most touching appeals to the heart when it calls upon us to manifest the 
same tender compassion that Christ manifested. That man only who has unselfish love for his 
brother has true love for God. The true Christian will not willingly permit the soul in peril and 
need to go unwarned, uncared for. He will not hold himself aloof from the erring, leaving them to 
plunge farther into unhappiness and discouragement or to fall on Satan's battleground. AA 550.2 

Those who have never experienced the tender, winning love of Christ cannot lead others to the 
fountain of life. His love in the heart is a constraining power, which leads men to reveal Him in 
the conversation, in the tender, pitiful spirit, in the uplifting of the lives of those with whom they 
associate. Christian workers who succeed in their efforts must know Christ; and in order to know 
Him, they must know His love. In heaven their fitness as workers is measured by their ability to 
love as Christ loved and to work as He worked. AA 550.3 

"Let us not love in word," the apostle writes, "but in deed and in truth." The completeness of 
Christian character is attained when the impulse to help and bless others springs constantly from 
within. It is the atmosphere of this love surrounding the soul of the believer that makes him a savor 
of life unto life and enables God to bless his work. AA 551.1 

Supreme love for God and unselfish love for one another - this is the best gift that our heavenly 
Father can bestow. This love is not an impulse, but a divine principle, a permanent power. The 
unconsecrated heart cannot originate or produce it. Only in the heart where Jesus reigns is it found. 
"We love Him, because He first loved us." In the heart renewed by divine grace, love is the ruling 
principle of action. It modifies the character, governs the impulses, controls the passions, and 
ennobles the affections. This love, cherished in the soul, sweetens the life and sheds a refining 
influence on all around. AA 551.2… 
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There are those who profess holiness, who declare that they are wholly the Lord's, who claim a 
right to the promises of God, while refusing to render obedience to His commandments. These 
transgressors of the law claim everything that is promised to the children of God; but this is 
presumption on their part, for John tells us that true love for God will be revealed in obedience to 
all His commandments. It is not enough to believe the theory of truth, to make a profession of faith 
in Christ, to believe that Jesus is no impostor, and that the religion of the Bible is no cunningly 
devised fable. "He that saith, I know Him, and keepeth not His commandments," John wrote, "is 
a liar, and the truth is not in him. But whoso keepeth His word, in him verily is the love of God 
perfected: hereby know we that we are in Him." "He that keepeth His commandments dwelleth in 
Him, and He in him." 1 John 2:4, 5; 3:24. AA 562.3 

John did not teach that salvation was to be earned by obedience; but that obedience was the fruit 
of faith and love. "Ye know that He was manifested to take away our sins," he said, "and in Him 
is no sin. Whosoever abideth in Him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen Him, neither 
known Him." 1 John 3:5, 6. If we abide in Christ, if the love of God dwells in the heart, our feelings, 
our thoughts, our actions, will be in harmony with the will of God. The sanctified heart is in 
harmony with the precepts of God's law. AA 563.1 

There are many who, though striving to obey God's commandments, have little peace or joy. This 
lack in their experience is the result of a failure to exercise faith. They walk as it were in a salt 
land, a parched wilderness. They claim little, when they might claim much; for there is no limit to 
the promises of God. Such ones do not correctly represent the sanctification that comes through 
obedience to the truth. The Lord would have all His sons and daughters happy, peaceful, and 
obedient. Through the exercise of faith the believer comes into possession of these blessings. 
Through faith, every deficiency of character may be supplied, every defilement cleansed, every 
fault corrected, every excellence developed. AA 563.2 

Prayer is heaven's ordained means of success in the conflict with sin and the development of 
Christian character. The divine influences that come in answer to the prayer of faith will 
accomplish in the soul of the suppliant all for which he pleads. For the pardon of sin, for the Holy 
Spirit, for a Christlike temper, for wisdom and strength to do His work, for any gift He has 
promised, we may ask; and the promise is, "Ye shall receive." AA 564.1… 

True sanctification means perfect love, perfect obedience, perfect conformity to the will of God. 
We are to be sanctified to God through obedience to the truth. Our conscience must be purged 
from dead works to serve the living God. We are not yet perfect; but it is our privilege to cut away 
from the entanglements of self and sin, and advance to perfection. Great possibilities, high and 
holy attainments, are placed within the reach of all. AA 565.1 

The reason many in this age of the world make no greater advancement in the divine life is because 
they interpret the will of God to be just what they will to do. While following their own desires, 
they flatter themselves that they are conforming to God's will. These have no conflicts with self. 
There are others who for a time are successful in the struggle against their selfish desire for 
pleasure and ease. They are sincere and earnest, but grow weary of protracted effort, of daily death, 
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of ceaseless turmoil. Indolence seems inviting, death to self repulsive; and they close their drowsy 
eyes and fall under the power of temptation instead of resisting it. AA 565.2 

The directions laid down in the word of God leave no room for compromise with evil. The Son of 
God was manifested that He might draw all men unto Himself. He came not to lull the world to 
sleep, but to point out the narrow path in which all must travel who reach at last the gates of the 
City of God. His children must follow where He has led the way; at whatever sacrifice of ease or 
selfish indulgence, at whatever cost of labor or suffering, they must maintain a constant battle with 
self. AA 565.3 

The greatest praise that men can bring to God is to become consecrated channels through whom 
He can work. Time is rapidly passing into eternity. Let us not keep back from God that which is 
His own. Let us not refuse Him that which, though it cannot be given with merit, cannot be denied 
without ruin. He asks for a whole heart; give it to Him; it is His, both by creation and by 
redemption. He asks for your intellect; give it to Him; it is His. He asks for your money; give it to 
Him; it is His. "Ye are not your own, for ye are bought with a price." 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20. God 
requires the homage of a sanctified soul, which has prepared itself, by the exercise of the faith that 
works by love, to serve Him. He holds up before us the highest ideal, even perfection. He asks us 
to be absolutely and completely for Him in this world as He is for us in the presence of God. AA 
566.1 

"This is the will of God" concerning you, "even your sanctification." 1 Thessalonians 4:3. Is it 
your will also? Your sins may be as mountains before you; but if you humble your heart and 
confess your sins, trusting in the merits of a crucified and risen Saviour, He will forgive and will 
cleanse you from all unrighteousness. God demands of you entire conformity to His law. This law 
is the echo of His voice saying to you, Holier, yes, holier still. Desire the fullness of the grace of 
Christ. Let your heart be filled with an intense longing for His righteousness, the work of which 
God's word declares is peace, and its effect quietness and assurance forever. AA 566.2 

As your soul yearns after God, you will find more and still more of the unsearchable riches of His 
grace. As you contemplate these riches you will come into possession of them and will reveal the 
merits of the Saviour's sacrifice, the protection of His righteousness, the fullness of His wisdom, 
and His power to present you before the Father "without spot, and blameless." 2 Peter 3:14. AA 
566.3 

 

Excerpts from Christ’s Object Lessons by E. G. White 

But man cannot transform himself by the exercise of his will. He possesses no power by which 
this change can be effected. The leaven - something wholly from without - must be put into the 
meal before the desired change can be wrought in it. So the grace of God must be received by the 
sinner before he can be fitted for the kingdom of glory. All the culture and education which the 
world can give will fail of making a degraded child of sin a child of heaven. The renewing energy 
must come from God. The change can be made only by the Holy Spirit. All who would be saved, 
high or low, rich or poor, must submit to the working of this power. COL 96.2 
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As the leaven, when mingled with the meal, works from within outward, so it is by the renewing 
of the heart that the grace of God works to transform the life. No mere external change is sufficient 
to bring us into harmony with God. There are many who try to reform by correcting this or that 
bad habit, and they hope in this way to become Christians, but they are beginning in the wrong 
place. Our first work is with the heart. COL 97.1 

A profession of faith and the possession of truth in the soul are two different things. The mere 
knowledge of truth is not enough. We may possess this, but the tenor of our thoughts may not be 
changed. The heart must be converted and sanctified. COL 97.2 

The man who attempts to keep the commandments of God from a sense of obligation merely - 
because he is required to do so - will never enter into the joy of obedience. He does not obey. 
When the requirements of God are accounted a burden because they cut across human inclination, 
we may know that the life is not a Christian life. True obedience is the outworking of a principle 
within. It springs from the love of righteousness, the love of the law of God. The essence of all 
righteousness is loyalty to our Redeemer. This will lead us to do right because it is right - because 
right doing is pleasing to God. COL 97.3 

The great truth of the conversion of the heart by the Holy Spirit is presented in Christ's words to 
Nicodemus: "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born from above, he can not see the 
kingdom of God.... That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit. Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. The wind bloweth where it listeth, 
and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh and whither it goeth. So is 
every one that is born of the Spirit." John 3:3 - 8, margin. COL 98.1 

The apostle Paul, writing by the Holy Spirit, says, "God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love 
wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, 
(by grace ye are saved;) and hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus: that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His 
kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God." Ephesians 2:4 - 8. COL 98.2 

The leaven hidden in the flour works invisibly to bring the whole mass under its leavening process; 
so the leaven of truth works secretly, silently, steadily, to transform the soul. The natural 
inclinations are softened and subdued. New thoughts, new feelings, new motives, are implanted. 
A new standard of character is set up - the life of Christ. The mind is changed; the faculties are 
roused to action in new lines. Man is not endowed with new faculties, but the faculties he has are 
sanctified. The conscience is awakened. We are endowed with traits of character that enable us to 
do service for God. COL 98.3… 

The word of God is to have a sanctifying effect on our association with every member of the human 
family. The leaven of truth will not produce the spirit of rivalry, the love of ambition, the desire to 
be first. True, heaven - born love is not selfish and changeable. It is not dependent on human praise. 
The heart of him who receives the grace of God overflows with love for God and for those for 
whom Christ died. Self is not struggling for recognition. He does not love others because they love 
and please him, because they appreciate his merits, but because they are Christ's purchased 
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possession. If his motives, words, or actions are misunderstood or misrepresented, he takes no 
offense, but pursues the even tenor of his way. He is kind and thoughtful, humble in his opinion 
of himself, yet full of hope, always trusting in the mercy and love of God. COL 101.3 

The apostle exhorts us, "As He which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of 
conversation; because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy." 1 Peter 1:15, 16. The grace of Christ 
is to control the temper and the voice. Its working will be seen in politeness and tender regard 
shown by brother for brother, in kind, encouraging words. An angel presence is in the home. The 
life breathes a sweet perfume, which ascends to God as holy incense. Love is manifested in 
kindness, gentleness, forbearance, and long - suffering. COL 102.1 

The countenance is changed. Christ abiding in the heart shines out in the faces of those who love 
Him and keep His commandments. Truth is written there. The sweet peace of heaven is revealed. 
There is expressed a habitual gentleness, a more than human love. COL 102.2 

The leaven of truth works a change in the whole man, making the coarse refined, the rough gentle, 
the selfish generous. By it the impure are cleansed, washed in the blood of the Lamb. Through its 
life - giving power it brings all there is of mind and soul and strength into harmony with the divine 
life. Man with his human nature becomes a partaker of divinity. Christ is honored in excellence 
and perfection of character. As these changes are effected, angels break forth in rapturous song, 
and God and Christ rejoice over souls fashioned after the divine similitude. COL 102.3… 

Self - righteousness is not true righteousness, and those who cling to it will be left to take the 
consequences of holding a fatal deception. Many today claim to obey the commandments of God, 
but they have not the love of God in their hearts to flow forth to others. Christ calls them to unite 
with Him in His work for the saving of the world, but they content themselves with saying, "I go, 
sir." They do not go. They do not co - operate with those who are doing God's service. They are 
idlers. Like the unfaithful son, they make false promises to God. In taking upon themselves the 
solemn covenant of the church they have pledged themselves to receive and obey the word of God, 
to give themselves to God's service, but they do not do this. In profession they claim to be sons of 
God, but in life and character they deny the relationship. They do not surrender the will to God. 
They are living a lie. COL 279.1 

The promise of obedience they appear to fulfill when this involves no sacrifice; but when self - 
denial and self - sacrifice are required, when they see the cross to be lifted, they draw back. Thus 
the conviction of duty wears away, and known transgression of God's commandments becomes 
habit. The ear may hear God's word, but the spiritual perceptive powers have departed. The heart 
is hardened, the conscience seared. COL 279.2 

Do not think that because you do not manifest decided hostility to Christ you are doing Him 
service. We thus deceive our own souls. By withholding that which God has given us to use in His 
service, be it time or means or any other of His entrusted gifts, we work against Him. COL 279.3 

Satan uses the listless, sleepy indolence of professed Christians to strengthen his forces and win 
souls to his side. Many, who think that though they are doing no actual work for Christ, they are 
yet on His side, are enabling the enemy to pre - occupy ground and gain advantages. By their 
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failure to be diligent workers for the Master, by leaving duties undone and words unspoken, they 
have allowed Satan to gain control of souls who might have been won for Christ. COL 280.1 

We can never be saved in indolence and inactivity. There is no such thing as a truly converted 
person living a helpless, useless life. It is not possible for us to drift into heaven. No sluggard can 
enter there. If we do not strive to gain an entrance into the kingdom, if we do not seek earnestly to 
learn what constitutes its laws, we are not fitted for a part in it. Those who refuse to co - operate 
with God on earth would not co - operate with Him in heaven. It would not be safe to take them to 
heaven. COL 280.2 

  

Challenge: 

1. Dedicate, at least, an hour each day to contemplate on the life of Jesus Christ 
(Suggestions – read a few chapters in the Gospels; or read sections of The Desire of Ages 
or Christ Object Lessons). 

2. Take time to prayerfully reflect on God’s love for you manifested through the sacrifice of 
Jesus Christ.  Find time daily to thank God for the life, death, resurrection, and soon 
return of Christ. 

3. Prayerfully study and meditate on the scripture references and the excerpts in this study 
guide, and apply the principles to your daily lives. 

4. Seek to follow Christ’s example of abiding obedience  
5. Seek to practice Christlikeness and Godliness in your daily life 

 


